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LISTING OF CLAIMS 



((S^urrently amended) A membership information retrieval server for retrieving membership 
information by accepting at least one retrieval condition from a group of user terminals, 
comprising: 

a storage device for receiving the membership information from a group of users and 
storing the membership information therein , the membership information comprising 
information entered into and sent from each of the user terminals ; 

a retrieval system that compares the at least one retrieval condition with the entered 
information and extracts selected membership information from the storage device on th e basis 
of th e at l e ast on e retri e val condition s e nt from on e of the us e r t e rminals ; and 

a communications system that sends the membership information extracted by the 
retrieval system to the ufeer terminal from which the at least one retrieval condition are sent. 

2. (Original) The membership information retrieval server as claimed in claim 1 5 further 
comprising: \ 

a determination system tlmt determines whether each of the group of the user terminals is 
currently online, wherein \ 

the communications server imports the determination results into the membership 
information and then sends the membership information to the user terminal. 
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3. (Currently amende^) The membership information retrieval server as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein 

the membership information includes a user name of the member and information ent e r e d 
into and s e nt from the us e r t e rminal . 

4. (Original) The membershipWformation retrieval server as claimed in claim 2, wherein 

the information sent to the retrieval server includes text information. 

5. (Currently amended) The membership information retrieval server as claimed in claim 2, 
wherein 

membership information stored in the storage device can be is updated whenever 
necessary from the user terminal being online. 

6. (Currently amended) The membership information retrieval server as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein 

the membership information includes k user name of the member and information e nt e r e d 
into and s e nt from the us e r t e rminal . 



7. (Original) The membership information retrieval server as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
information sent to the retrieval server includes texuinformation. 
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8. (Currently amended) Trib membership information retrieval server as claimed in claim 6, 
wherein 

membership information stored in the storage device can b e is updated whenever 
necessary from the user terminal being online. 

9. (Original) The membership information retrieval server as claimed in claim 1, wherein 

the information sent to the retrieval server includes text information. 

10. (Original) The membership information retrieval server as claimed in claim 1, wherein 

the at least one retrieval condition include a character string and the retrieval system 
extracts membership information on the basis of the character string and the text information 
included in the membership information) 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The membership \nformation retrieval server as claimed in claim 9, 
wherein 

the membership information store in tne storage device can b e is updated whenever 
necessary from the user terminal b e ing when or 



12. (Currently amended) The membership information retrieval server as claimed in Claim 1, 
wherein 

the membership information store in the storage device can b e is updated whenever 
necessary from the user terminal b e ing when online. 
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13. (Currently amended) A user terminal capable of for accessing the membership information 
retrieval server as claimed in claim 1, comprising: 

a first sending system that enters at least one retrieval condition and sends the at least one 
retrieval condition to the retrieval server, 

a display that displays the membership information sent from the retrieval server; 

a creation system that accepts the selection of at least one member from the members in 
the membership information displayed by the display and creates a temporary user list that 
includes membership information about/at least one selected member; 

a first acceptance system that adbepts entry of message to be sent to a user terminal to be 
used by at least one member listed in tne temporary user list; and 

a second sending system that sends the message accepted by the first acceptance system 
to the user terminal. 



14. (Original) A message sendingNter ninal, comprising: 
first creation system that en 



with respect to a group of memtie: 

a second creation system\t^at 
accepts the selection of at least 



one 



s a first user list that includes membership information 



dismays one or more members included in the first user list, 
ber from the members in the first user list, and creates a 
second user list that includes membership information about at least one selected member; 
an acceptance system that accepts the entry of a message from an input system; and 



5 



P23935.A02 * 

a sending system tAat sends the message to at least one user terminal to be used by at least 
one selected member in thelsecond user list. 



15. (Currently amended) A method for sending a message, comprising: 

receiving membershipunformation about members sent from a group of user terminals by 
a server and storing the membership information in a storage device in the server , the 
membership information comprising information entered into and sent from each of the user 
terminals ; 

sending at least one retrieval condition to the server from one of the group of user 
terminals; 

comparing the at least one retrieval condition with the entered information and 
determining selected membership information that matches the at least one retrieval condition; 

extracting the selected membership information from the storage device on th e basis of 
the at l e ast one r e tri e val condition by th e to e rv e r and sending the extracted membership 
information to the user terminal that sent the at least one retrieval condition; 

displaying the membership information sent from the server on a display of the user 
terminal, accepting the selection of one or more members included in the displayed membership 
information to create a temporary user list th^t includes the membership information about the 
one or more accepted members; and 

sending a message entered in the user terminal to the one or more members in the created 
temporary user list. 
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16. (Currently amended) A method for Retrieving membership information by accepting at least 
one retrieval condition from a group of user terminals, comprising: 

receiving membership information about members sent from a group of user terminals 
and storing the membership informatic n in a storage device in the server , the membership 
information comprising information er tered into and sent from each of the user terminals ; 



comparing the at least one retri sval condition with the entered information and 



determining selected membership infoi mation that matches the at least one retrieval condition; 



extracting the stor e d selected m embership information on th e basis of th e at l e ast on e 
r e tri e val condition s e nt from on e of th e lgroup of the user t e rminals ; and 

sending the extracted membership information from the server to the user terminals that 
sent the at least one retrieval condition. 



17. (Original) The method for retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 16, further 



comprising: 

determining whether each of the gi 



oup of user terminals is online, wherein 



the server sends the membership information and the determination results. 

18. (Currently amended) The method for retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 
17, wherein 

the membership information included a user name of the member and the information that 
is e nt e r e d into and s e nt from th e us e r t e rminals 
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19. (Original) The method for retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein 

the sending information includes text information. 

20. (Currently amended) The method for/retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 
17, wherein 

the membership information to tie stored in the storage device can b e is updated 
whenever necessary from the user terminal being online. 



21. (Currently amended) The method for retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 
17, wherein 

the membership information q f the member includes a user name of the member and 
information that is e nt e r e d into and s e nt from th e us e r t e rminals 



23. (Currently amended) The method 
21, wherein 



22. (Original) The method for retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 21, 
wherein 

the sending information inclu ies text, 



br retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 



the membership information to\be stored in the storage device can b e is updated 
whenever necessary from the user terminal being online. 
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24. (Original) The method for retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein / 

the sending information includes text. 

25. (Original) The method for retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 24, 
wherein j 

the at least one retrieval condition include a character string and the server extracts 
membership information on the basis of the character string and the text information included in 
the membership information. 

26. (Currently amended) The method fc r retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 
24, wherein 

the membership information to be stored in the storage device can b e is updated 
whenever necessary from the user termi lal being online. 



27. (Currently amended) The method foj* retrieving membership information as claimed in claim 
16, wherein 

the membership information of t|he member includes a user name of the member and 
information that is e nt e r e d in th e us e r t e rminals and s e nt from th e us e r t e rminals to the r e tri e val 



s e rver . 
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28. (Original) The method for reprieving membership information as claimed in claim 17, further 
comprising: 

sending the at least o^e retrieval condition entered by the input system to the retrieval 

server, 

displaying the membership information sent from the retrieval server on a display; 
accepting the selection of at least one member from the members in the displayed 
membership information/on the display and creating a temporary user list that includes 
membership information about at least one selected member; 

accepting entry cf a message to be sent to a user terminal to be used by at least one 
member listed in the temporary user list; and 
sending the accepted message. 



29. (Original) A method for sending a message, comprising: 

creating a first user/list\that includes membership information with respect to a group of 
members; 

displaying one or more niembers included in the first created user list, accepting the 



selection of at least one me 



com the members in the first user list, creating a second user 



list that includes membership information aboiu at least one selected member; 
accepting entry of message from inputf and 

sending the accepted message to at j^ast one user terminal to be used by at least one 
selected member in the second user lisfT' 
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H 



30. (Currently amended) A recording medium, comprising a readable program being stored 



thereof, wherein the prograir 



selected membership Worm; 



executes is capabl e of e x e cuting 



receiving membershi 3 information about members sent from a group of user terminals to 
store in a storage device of a server; 

sending at least one retrieval condition to the server from one of the group of user 
terminals; 

comparing the at least one retri eval condition with the entered information to determine 



ition that matches the at least one retrieval condition; 



extracting the Wecte I membership information from the storage device on th e basis of 



th e at l e ast on e r e tri e val condition 



X 



J 



by th e s e rver and sending the extracted membership 



information to the user terminal that sent the at least one retrieval condition; 

displaying the membership information sent from the server on displays of the user 

of one or more members included in the displayed membership 
ary user list that includes the membership information about the 
; and 

sending a message entered in the user terminal to the one or more members in the created 
temporary user list. 



terminals, accepting selection 
information to create a tempo 
one or more accepted membeijs 



31. (Canceled) 
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